New 'PropCo' set to play a critical role.
Health Secretary, Andrew Lansley, has announced that, as part of the new 'healthcare landscape', NHS Property Services (PropCo), which will be owned by the Department of Health (DH), will take ownership of existing primary care trust (PCT) estate not transferred to community care providers. The new company is expected to take over assets owned by PCTs such as offices and health centres, community hospitals, and clinics. Peter Wearmouth, a former chief executive of NHS Estates, and DH policy director on construction, property, and facilities management, who is now a director of Health Solutions at design, infrastructure, management, real estate, and outsourcing solutions specialist, Capita Symonds, considers the implications.